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1518 ne 70th
seattle, WA 38122
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street Sw

Washington, DC 206554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to jts media ownership rules. I urge youy to fully
disclose yaur ideas on this exwtremely important issue and aliow hearings and
public comment.

Allowing greater concentration and c¢ross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, informaticon, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy demecratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I believe it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and information, not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could serjously affect vigorcus public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be open
to public comment.

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free eschange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote ar hinder such diversity.

Onca again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issug and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

G111 Rich
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Harold Meeker

1?18 E. 156 St. N
Grinnell, IA 50112-7588%

May 27, 2003 (‘]/[\4

Chairman Michael Powel] l)
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Commurnications Commission is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important jssue and allow hearings and
public comment.

81lowing greater concentration and cross-ownership of media may have a profaund
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
ang political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I helieve it is important that we have access ta
a diversity of opinions and information. not a handful of eptions. Altering
media ownership rules could sericusly affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be open
to public comment.

I alsc believe that, to stay demacratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of apinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and pubiic comment.

Sincerely,

Harold L. Mesker
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May 30, 2003

The Honorable Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, S.W,

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

You have made it abundantly clear that you don’t give a fig what I think unless I happen
to be, say, Mel Karmazin or Rupert Murdoch, but I’m going to tell you anyway.

How dare you presume to remove the current safeguards that were designed to ensurc
diversity of media ownership? The airwaves belong to the publie, not to you, and noet to
the media moguls. You are charged with protecting the public interest, and any further
weakening of any of the regulations is not in the public interest. Relaxing the existing
ownership caps will serve only the financial intercsts of 2 handful of media corporations.

You have permitted only one public FCC heaning on this extremely important issue of
deregulation and only five meetings with major consumer groups. In contrast, FCC
officials have held seventy-one private meetings with top hroadcasters. Nong of the
broadcast networks have covered media consolidation. It is ¢lear that you and the
nctwork owners do not want ordinary ¢itizens to be aware of your intentions. You and the
networks know that we will object because you are not acting in the public interest.

Deregulation will reduce competition, localism and diversity of voices, the very goals
that you and the FCC are charged with protecting. If you wil] take the time to ask the
public, we will be glad to provide you with evidence. | can personally testify that afier the
radio station ownership caps were lifted in 1996, local programs began to disappear from
Los Angeles stations. Diversity of opinion has all but disappeared. Now most daylight
hours are filled by nationally syndicated programs, where local events and local politics
are not discussed.

Corporate media arguments that the addition of the Internet and cable television to the
media landscape ensuses that we have ample competition today are based on several
fallacies. First, different types of media are not equivalent, as Mel Karmazin suggests,
For example, the Iutemet does not serve the same audience as broadcast television, nor

does it fuifill the same function. Not everyone has access to the Internet, and it is not a
local medium.
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§econd, a large percentage of the broadeact and eable shansals, radio stakons, and

Internet services, and even many newspapers, are already controlled by just a few
corporations. Permitting an even greater concentration of ownership will certainly not
foster competition. It will not foster a diversity of cultural and political discourse in our
commuuity. These media outlets alrcady reflect the viewpoints of a mere handful of
corporate owners, which gives these corporations undue influence over public opinion -
and, apparently, undue influence over the opinions of some Federal Communication
Commissioners, as well.

Consider the harm that may result from allowing further mergers, and balance that
against the harm that the media giants will suffer if they are not allowed to merge: they
will not be able to increase their profits without limit, and they will not be able to
increase their influence over public opinion and government officials.

T urge you not to bring your proposals to a vote until you have made those proposals
public and have given the public ample time to discuss them. You need to hear from us,
the citizens who own the airwaves and who depend on them for unbiased news reports
and timely information. Democracy rcquires an informed and educated public.

Sincerely, .\
Moy L) 7 C Lo %‘

Mary Anne McCarthy

TOTAL P.@2



Fri 30 May 2003 CIH:ISS:EIB AM OEDT P. 8
Leslie Belew

345 Alta Ave
Ashland, OR 37520

May 27, 2603 ('5\4

Chairman Michael Powell 1}
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street SW

Washingtan, DC 20554

Chajrman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering passible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disciose your ideas on this extremely important issue and aliow hearings and
public comment.

Allowing greater concentration and cross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, pragramming
and potitical commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participaticn on major issues, I helieve it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and information, not a handful of aptions. Altering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of jdeas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be open
to public camment.

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your jdeas on this extremely impartant
issue and allew hearings and public comment,

Sincerely,

Leslie Belew
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May 27, 2003 /L

Chairman Michael Powell

Federai Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washinotaon, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to its mecdia ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
pubTic comment.

Allowing greater concentration and cross—aownerchip of media may have a prafound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I believe if is important that we have access to
a diversity of apinions and infarmation, not a handful of options. Altering
media gwnership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be gpen
to public comment,

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of apinion and the free exchange of ideas. It js imperative that there be the
widest nessible comment on any proposed rule so the Commissicn way fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

The media is already over concentrated and homogenized. The abandonment of the
fairness doctrine has proven to be a disaster.

Sincerely,

Robert E. Reynolds
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Chairman Michael Powel)

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely jmportant issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

Allowing greater concentration and crass—ownership of media may have a profound
impact an Americans’ ac¢ess to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, T believe it is important Tthat we have access ta
a diversity of opinions and information, nct a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could serjously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefcere be open
to public comment.

I also believe that, to stay demscratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinjon and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possibie comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartiaily evaluate whether it «will promote or hinder such diversity.

Cnce again, I urge you to fully disclose your jdeas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

Joseph A. Mustich
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the federal Communications Commission is
considering passible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disciose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

Allowing greater concentration and cross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and palitical commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation oh major issues, I believe it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and information, not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be open
to public comment.

I alsg heljeve that, to stay demaocratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible camment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge vou to fully disclose your jdeas on this estremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely.

Dara Eckart
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Ferri Ardman

PO Box 1744
Kingston, NY 12466

May 28, 2003

445 12th Streat SW
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Michael Powell {]
Federal Communications Commissian W;b
{

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes tec its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings ang
public comment.

Public hearings are an important part of any democracy. The FCC can play a
crucial rele in the strengthening our our nation and in winning back respect
from the global community by holding public hearings on the proposed rules
changes. The airwaves helong to the public.

Allowing greater concentration and <ross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans® access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I beiieve it is impartant that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and informatica, not a handful of aptions. Altering
media gwnership rules cauld seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be open
to public comment.

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there he the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commissian may fairly and
impartialiy evaluate whether 1t will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose vour ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

Perri Ardman
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Chairman Michae]l Powell

Federal Communications Commissian
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commissicn is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allaow hearirgs and
public comment.

4llowing greater concentration and cross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialoegue and
participation on major issues, I believe it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and information. not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore bhe open
to public comment.

I also helieve that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commissicn may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will premote or hinder such diversity.

Once again. I urge vou to fully disclose your ideas an this extremely important
issue and allaw hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

Ceorge A, DeGiovanni
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P.0. Box 358

Lexington, GA 30648-0358 [\\
May 27, 2003 ;\(j\
Chairman Michasl Powell Q\j

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

Allowing greater concentration and cross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact oh Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I believe it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opinicns and information, not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be open
to public comment.

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
aof apinion and the free exchange aof ideas. It 1s imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you o fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

John Gingerich
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Nancy Sears

15 Hi1l St
Middletown, NY 10340-4106

May 28, 2003 (\3\(\

Chairman Michael Powell !
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Poweil:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible ¢hanges to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas cn this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

81lowing greater cancentration and cross—ocwnership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I helieve it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and information, not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of jdeas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefcre be open
to public comment.

I also helieve that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of apinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

nancy Sears
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1406 §. Sycamore St.
Palestine, TX 75801-5156 (\\
May 27, 2003 b{\;\/

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Cammission
445 12th Street SW

Washingtan, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Caommission is
cansidering possible changes to its media ownership ruies. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

A81lowing greater concentraticn and c¢ross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact oh Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information., programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I believe it is important that we have access to
a diversity of epinions and information. not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could serjously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be open
to public comment.

I also bhelieve that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of jdeas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any prgposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

Michael P. Harriman
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May 29, 2003

Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC ‘

Dear Sir:

Do not change the rules enabling the networks and communications
conglomerates to control the content on the “air ways”. Perform the duty
the Federal Communications Commission was set up to perform. Keep a
diverse ownership which encourages open ideas and independent
opinions for the millions of Americans who are the recipients of the
programs that are transmitted.

Thank you for your trust and dedication to this very important decision
you will make for all American citizens.

Sincerely,

dey SN

Harry L. Hammond, Jr.

5780 Windward Parkway, Suite 310 Alpharetts, Georgia 30005 Phone 770.563.7290 Fax 770.663.7482
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keith Barton

14538 Superior Rd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

May 28, 2003 15\(\

Chairman Michael Powell '\;
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Straet SW ()
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal! Communications Commission is
considering passible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
pubiic comment.

Allawing greater concentration and c¢ross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participatiaon on major issues, I believe it is important that we have access to
a diversity aof opinions and information, not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefcre be open
to public comment.

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose vour ideas on this extremely important
issue and aliow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely.

Keith J. Barton
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Reagen Ward

12411 Alston Drive

Meadows Place, TX 77477-1507 t\\\
May 27, 2003 (\\)

}
Chairman Michael Powell T\q
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

Allowing greater concentration and cross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I believe it is important that we haye access teo
a diversity of opinions and information. not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could seriousty affect yigorous public debate and the
marketplace of jdeas. Rulemaking of this significance shouid therefore be open
to public comment.

I also helieve that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of apinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment an any proposed rule sg the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and publtic comment.

Sincerely,

Reagen Ward
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lewis Sternberg
3737 SW 87 Ave #29
Portland, OR S722%5

May 27, 2003 f\\

}
Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commissian
445 12th Street SW
Washingtan, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understarnding that the Federal Caommunications Commission 1s
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

Allowing gqreater concentration and <ross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, infarmation, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participatien on major issues, I beiieve it 1s important that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and information. not a handful of optians. Altering
media ownership rules could seriousty affect vigoraus public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be open
to public comment.

I also helieve that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge vou to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

Lewis Sternberg
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Michael Waddell

5901 woodhaven Ridge Court
Louisville, KY 40291

May 28, 2003 \N

Chairman Michael Powell “Q
Federal Communications Commission \%
445 12th Street Sw

washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

it is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to jts media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose vour ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment,

Al1lowing greater concentration and cross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I helieve it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and information, not a handful of options. &ltering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be cpen
to pubtic comment.

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of apinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment,

Sincerely.

Michae]l Waddell
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Donna Andrews

240 Osborne Avenue

Morrisville, PA 13067 Q\\

May 27, 2003

\
Chairman Michael Powell \\\l

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclese vour ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

A1lowing greater concentration and c<ross—ownership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access ts a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, I believe it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opiniaons and informaticn. not a handful of options. Altering
media ownershin rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore be apen
to public comment.

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there bhe the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commissicon may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it wiil promote or hinder such diversity,

Once again, I urge you te Fully disclose yvour ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

Donna Andrews
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Eljas Lustig

5400 S.E. Ault Avenue
Stuart, FL 34957-6402

May 27, 2003 ﬂ\
Chairman Michael Powell §§U

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
wWashington, DC 20554

Chairman Pawell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

It {15 imperative that there be the widest possihle comment on any proposed rule
co the Commission may fairly and impartially evaluate whether it will promcte

or hinder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas on this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

Flias Lustig
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Kathleen Ryan
875 ¢len Elm
St. louis, MO B3122-1810

May 29, 2003 }\R
Chajrman Michael Powel! \\\

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allow hearings and
public comment.

Allawing greater concentration and cross—ownership of media may have a nrofound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on major issues, T heljeve it is impartant that we have access to
a diversity of opiniens and information, not a handful of options. Altering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of ideas. Rulemaking of this significance shouid therefore be open
to public comment.

I also believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinion and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possible comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote ar hirnder such diversity.

Once again, I urge you to fully disclose your ideas aon this extremely important
issue and allow hearings and public comment.

Sincerely,

kathleen Ryan



